BETTER BIDDING

Ron Klinger

SOME |!lﬂ':(h'|‘.i mtiate 2 ard apen 2 on
any 1921 poant hane, This 15 wrewise anmd
unsound. The Benjomin 28 was designed
o cater for single-suited hands which ane
o stromg for SECjUETICES hike 14 I£3
il

When playing Weak Two openings, Acol
does not have a suitable rebid for the
single-suiter in the 18-21 HCP range. The
Benjamin 24 fills this gap and so provides
a wieful addition.

The 18 opener can also be used for
ather powerful hands roo strong for a
normal one-level opening. Open 28 it
you are worried that partner might prass a
one-level opening and you could then
miss game. You need more than an eight-
trick hand. With just eight tricks, you need
twn tricks from partner to make 4% or &
and with two tricks or even 192 tncks,
partner has enough to respond to a one-
level opening. It s when one ace or one
wseful king in partner’s hand is all that you
need for game that the 28 apening should
b wsed, e when you are about one trick
shoat I.'hfﬁ:l.l:ll.l.‘ in WOHEE T T,

When to open with 248

Open 28 with an wnbalaneed hand and
ahout 8L2-9172 playing tricks. The HCP
range should be 1622 With 23+ HCR
apen 28 and if beloar 16 HOF open with a
ome- level bic or pre-emp if beloww 1D HCRE
As a rough guide, aopen 28 with:
23-24 paints balanced.
21-22 poants and a hand that 5 n
halanczd,
19-20 points and a six-card {or longer)
sult.
16- 18 poiots and a seven-card (or longer)
suit.
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Benji Two Bids:

the 2

Each of these hands is suitable for a 248
oprning:

Hand 1 Hand 2

& KQ)10872 & AT2
YA ¥ AKD

+ Kal + AKDBT7S
& 3 & 2

@ playing tricks 20 HCP
Hand 3 Hand 4

* %3 . |82

¥ KOl ¥ A3

* AK| * A

& AQS * AKOQ|542
23 HCP @ playing tricks

With (1), bid 28 — 24 — 3 o |5 HCP and
9 playing tricks. A 2 rebid would dhow
absouit B2 ircks,

With {2), bid 28 — 2% - 3% = ton
strong far a 1% opening and a jump-
rebid of 5.

With {3}, bid 28 — 2% — INT to show
23-24 balanced.

With (4}, hid 28 — 28 — INT to show
nine p]n},"lrly_"i:'k.t with a sanhd IAnHar. "u"._nl
can take the risk on the spades.

When should vou avoid
opening with 1

Avoid opening 28 with a fwo-suiter
unles Wil have 21-22 HCP Twio-suiters in
the 18-20 HCP range are shown by
opening with a one-level bid and a jump-
shift rebid {ep. 1% = TNT - 28],

Avoid opening 28 with a balanced 1%,
Opposite this you need 64+ points for
pame and with that partner will |'|:5r'r1:l||d
Lo one '||.:\-:'| np-unirlg. Betier o |'I1i|" in
one-of-a-suit than ZNT with 19, or even

opening

24k 1:|p|,|rni'|;' o,
These hands are mat suitable fora 28
apening:

Hand 5 Hand &

¢ AQ|ET 4 A)T2
¥YAG3 ¥ A|?

* KO+ # vaid

L] & AKDARTS
Hand 7 Hand 8

& 9R7 . 2

¥ A| Y AQl7

* AK|3 * ARSI

& A0QT7S & AKDE

With (33, open 1%, intending to rebid 34,
jump-shaft, if partner respands TNT,

With (5], open 14 and plan to rebid 2,
a jurnp-shift, if partner bids 14 or 1%

With {73, apen 1% and rebid with a
jump in no-tremps

On (8], open 1 # and rebid 2% (a reverse,
forcing) over 18 or INT. A 2@ opening
does nal .1]:|||ez| when ¥ have a three
suiter,

Responses
to an opening bid of 2

Negative Response: 28, 0-7 HUP o fower
than 15/ |:||:|u'l|: tricks. ILL11 a% For the 24
opening, the requirements for a positive
reply are the same,

Pasitive Response: any reply ather than
2%, A positive response is forcing to game
and has B+ HCP or 1% quick tricks, or
more.

Choice of positive responses
[wst as after a 2% u'puning. a smi bad

should b a five-card {or longer) suit and
INT is a balanced hand, With a 4-4-4-1
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positive, either bid 24 and aim 1o catch up
later, or bid your cheapest four-card suit
and hope for the best. Otherwise; bid vour
lonpgest suit first or the higher suit if 5-5 or
f-h,

Opener’s rebid
after a 24 negative

Ay rebid can be passed. Opener should
choass:

el Ave-card {or |nn1,|,:'r] sk,
B3 wricks (or 21-22 HCF)

EL six-card (or longer) suit and
exactly 9 playing tricks

4% [ g ax-card [:n IIJI'IEEI':I sl and
9112 playing tricks

3B (3% BUr-alfa tricks, usually a

ax-card [{ils |nr|gfr] £l
ANT long, solid minor and at

lcast  two  outside  suits
stapped and 8U2-912 run
ning tricks
INT 23-24  points, bhalanced.
Further bidding as after a
2MT opening,
& AKO T2 & 653
YATS L]
* KO #9532
& 7 & BA542
West East
L %
£ EL]

Pass

East has no high card values, but support
for OpEner |1||:|s: a l:inmrlnn i -;'I'h:!l:lsh [0H]
raise to pame, West has a strong chance for
cleven tricks if the opening lead is not a
truwmg. I the hidding started 28 - 24
3%, East would pass,

Mote haw difficult it is to bid such hands
in stasdand methods without 2 Benjamin
28, T Whest npsng 1% Fasi would pass,
while if West starts with a game-force,
Fast’s majors might be reversed and game
cnuld be hlq:uere'u. A"nwlng Wit o shaois
exactly 2 playing tricks expresses the West
hand perfectly.

 Opener’s rebid
after a positive response

The awction 1% Fntrnny_ o garme. I:_'I|1n'r|rr'5:
rebid is natural (longest suit first, higher if
5-5 o 6-6). You may support responder s
suin with af least threes trumps, but it will
often work out better to bid your own
long suit first and support responder on
the next round. This may help responder
ASHCRS I'.']| ATHES rﬂl' x|.1m.

As the opening hand & reasonably limited
{about 81/2-9/2 tricks), spener should noe-
ﬂlﬂl]:f' |l'BW :|" s|a.m l]l'ﬂ.k'iﬂﬂ" {C4] n'x|1nndu|'.
A minimum positive, about 8-10 HCE, is
wsualby wot enough to produce the 3+ tricks
needed o make sam a good prospect {in
addition to the problem of control in all
suits) A& meaximum apenes with a good fit
firr responder’s suit might initiate slam asgks.

Alter 28 W/ 2é 2MT b‘:,' apsner s
showing a balanced 23-24. Further hid-
ding is narurcal. a

THE 50th Kent Congress was held on 31
Ociober — 1 November, once again al the
Tunbridge Wells Bridge Club. Sunday’s
Swiss Tearns evenl was awarded a green-
paint licence for the first lime and the
charming Edwardian building was bursting
21 the seams with 44 teams Laking part. The
winning team of Nick Irens, Zia Mahmopd,
Archrewy Robson snd David Bakhshi {wee i
tura] was presented with the Lukey Cup. In
second place were David and Janel Barnes,
Vida Bingham and Migel Osmer. David and

Lance Craner {Puddieduck Plate).

50th ANNIVERSARY KENT CONGRESS

Janet alsa wion the Gentey Cup for the highest placed marmied pairs in Satunday's Swiss Pairs,

Saturday's Pairs was a close run alfair, finafly won by Nicole Cook and Gad Chadha with
peremy Willans and lan Drager 1 VP behind. Diane Rogers and Eddie Lutioni were awarded
the Alinut Cups for the highest placed mixed pair. Highest non-experts in the leams were
Cyril Parker, Chris Brian, Sophie Scotl, Janel Batson and in the pairs Tessa Musgrave and

The comgress was once again estremely well organised by Monica Aitken, and il was
wery pleasing to wee Rachael King back as Chief TD alter a twoe-year break Irom directing
Al competitars were given & souvenir pen Lo mark the occasion.

The Two-minute Interview

Rune Hauge

Bune Hange bs a current Burogeean Open
Mixed Teams Champion and he can he
seen at most major Open bridge champ-
innships together with his team of Fellw
Morweglans, Rune is based in London
and Guernsey, and s a well known faat-
hnllq,enl.’lir hizs heen invabeed by ||1:'pr
deals such as the transfer of Rio Perdi-
nand from West Ham Utd to Leeds Und,

Hurw dial you start playing bridge?

1 first got interested when studying eco-
nomics in Germiany,

Huow aften do you ploy?

My business lifie is very full, so 1 can only
mianage ten major urnaments a vear. In
between, | squeete in training sesaions
and the occasional duplicate at Young
Chelsea Bradge Club. Unforrunately 1am
o besy o i continue playing rubber
bridge, which I used to enjoy.

What does bridge mean to yont

Aot T bove it especially because it takes
mie away from business,

If you could change ane thing about
bridge, what wotld it bef

1 like it as it is, and enjoy the diferent
approaches 1o the game in different parts
of the waorld, Por instance, in my Tealive
Murway brnd.ge OFEANIETS ATE VEry tech-
nobogically minded, g you knew your
exact sore board Err board. That ix fum,
bt 1 alse like English tournaments where
you onby discover at the end of 2 match ar
sewabon havw pou have done, That's when o
counts, anyway!

Name up o four people you would
wite to yoar Diream Dinner Party,
Morwegian bridge champion Tor Helness
{vou never know what he's going ko do
nexty, Martin OFNelll (the Aston Villa
Manages |, and Bill Gaves, That makes s
four at the table and we can play bridge
after our meal .
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